Iii the following study all pupils will be classed as retarded, who are one year or more behind the "normal" grade for their age. The universality of retardation is what first strikes the student of the problem. Whenever there is a school system, this phenomenon is present. Upon further consideration, however, we must recognize that retardation is dependent to a great extent upon the natural inequalities of the human mind, which may be of any grade from the lowest to the highest intelligence. At one end of the series we have the profound idiot, at the other the genius.
Somewhere between these extremes we find the average or "normal" mind. The curricula of the public school systems are supposed to be adapted to this average, normal, or standard. Of course this average mind will not be one determined by a strict criterion, but will range within certain limits. Minds below the lower limit will not lit into a school system based upon Ibis average, and a certain amount of retardation will always exist. Investigation, however, reveals the fact that many pupils of-average intelligence are retarded to such an extent that the school systems have been called in question as inefficient.
Besides natural inferiority of mind, there are several other factors which cause retardation, the most important of these being irregular attendance and lack of proper medical inspection. These factors are present in all school systems to a greater or less extent, yet there are great differences in the amount of retardation among the different systems.
Tn studying the retardation of any system, the relation of the retarded to the normal and to the accelerated should be taken into account if we are to obtain an adequate idea of the relative worth of the system. The present study is an investigation of retardation in the elementary public schools of Philadelphia, and a word as to the organization of the system will make clearer the significance of the results. At (To be coil eluded.)
